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Washington DC, 20515

Dear Leader McCarthy, 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE 

Thank you for inviting Arizona to provide input on the repeal and replacement of 
the Affordable Care Act (ACA). 

I have long been a critic of the ACA. When it was first passed, the American people 
were told they would "find more choices, more competition, and in many cases, 
lower prices." Unfortunately, these promises have proven false. 

It should come as no surprise that Arizona has been referred to as "ground zero" for 
the damage inflicted by the ACA. In 2017, most Arizonans shopping for coverage on 
the federal marketplace in Arizona will have a single choice for coverage and will 
see an average premium increase of 49 percent, and some people will see increases 
of over 100%. Additionally, insurers, seeking to protect themselves from further 
losses, have engaged one of the few options left open to them: narrowing their 
networks, thereby limiting the ability of consumers to visit the doctor of their choice 
no matter how sick they may be. 

But even as we point out the very real flaws of the ACA, it is important to note that 
there were flaws in the system we had before. We have all heard the stories of 
individuals who were unable to find coverage due to a pre-existing condition. These 
individuals need access to health insurance, and, for them, the thought of repeal and 
returning to a time when they could not buy coverage at all is very scary. This is why 
any discussion of repeal, must also include discussion of what replace will look like. 
I have been clear: I don't want to see any Arizonans have the rug pulled out from 
under them. 
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