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With the Supreme Court decision of June 25, in the 
King versus Burwell case, that premium subsidies 
in the federal exchange are legal, many feel this 
may be the last substantial legal challenge to the 
ACA and it is now more firmly ensconced as law.
 
Depending on whom you ask, the ACA is working 
or it is a terrible disaster. Regardless of your point of 
view, here are some of the most tangible results so far.
 
About 17 million people are newly insured. 
According to a RAND Corporation study, between 
September 2013 and February 2015, 22.8 million 
Americans became newly insured and 5.9 million 
lost coverage. The figures put the Obama adminis-
tration potentially on track to meet its goal of reduc-
ing the uninsured population by 19 million in 2015.
 
Premiums are increasing.  
The insurance industry is adjusting to new reg-
ulations and requirements and with almost two 
years experience behind them, experts say the re-
quirements have made insurance more expensive.

Uncompensated hospital care is decreasing. Un-
compensated care dropped by about 20 percent nation-
wide in 2014, likely because of the decrease in uninsured 
patients. Hospital readmissions are also decreasing, as 
the administration increases penalties under the ACA. 

Medicaid is growing. 
Nationwide, about 12 million people became newly eligi-
ble for Medicaid. Enrollment grew by almost 27 percent 
in the 30 states that expanded Medicaid eligibility un-
der the ACA, versus 8 percent in non-expansion states. 

About 25 percent of the insured are “underinsured.” 
There is growing concern about the large number of 
people struggling with health care costs despite hav-
ing insurance. According to a study by the Common-
wealth Fund, 25 percent of the insured population is 
paying so much in deductibles and out-of-pocket ex-
penses that they are considered “underinsured.” Near-
ly the same percentage of Americans also reported 
holding some medical debt, in spite of being insured. 
The study reveals that 40 percent of privately insured 
adults with deductibles of $1,000 or higher were pay-
ing off accumulated medical bills of $4,000 or more. 
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