
Public Relations 

18444 N. 25th Ave. Suite 320 
Phoenix, Arizona 85023 

623.474.3444 
www.thecoreinstitute.com  

1
Dr. Chris Yeung, Dr. Steve Kassman, Dr. Justin Field, Dr. Ed Dohring, Dr. Charles Creasman, Dr. Jonathan Landsman 

NEWS DRAFT 
 

The CORE Institute, Surgical Care Affiliates and Local Physicians Partner to Open  
The CORE Institute Specialty Hospital 

Phoenix, Ariz. (March 9, 2015) The CORE Institute, an integrated orthopedic and neurology practice with locations in 
Arizona and Michigan, announced that they have partnered with Surgical Care Affiliates (“SCA”, NASDAQ: SCAI), a 
prominent surgical solutions and specialty surgical services provider, and six local independent physicians1 to open The 
CORE Institute Specialty Hospital in Phoenix, Ariz. The CORE Institute Specialty Hospital will be staffed with the Valley’s 
top orthopedic surgeons specializing in hip and knee replacement, spine, pain management, podiatry and other 
orthopedic surgical specialties. The CORE Institute’s partnership with SCA will create a national model of specialty 
centers for the future by tapping core strengths and competencies of both companies to enhance the quality of patient 
care, improve accountable care models, and reduce costs to consumers.  

Through its hospital alignment strategies, The CORE Institute Specialty Hospital 
(formerly Specialty Hospital of Phoenix), will offer evidence-based approaches 
to medical care and integrated orthopedic service lines to improve the 
experience for patients in the local community. As consumers, employers and 
third party payers look for higher value options in the delivery of surgical 
services, The CORE Institute Specialty Hospital will offer a unique setting for 
patients to receive high-end, specialty specific, quality care - validated through 

The CORE Institute’s well-proven improved surgical outcomes. The CORE Institute’s 
partnership with SCA will include future local and national expansion.  

“The CORE Institute is pleased to join forces with SCA to continue to transform the delivery of healthcare”, said 
Chairman and CEO David J. Jacofsky, MD. “Both organizations have outcomes with data that speaks for itself and 
through this strategic partnership, we are able to expand our standardized care approach, proprietary quality and IT 
platforms, and replicate these proven outcomes nationally.” The CORE Institute will deploy proven pathways and 
protocols, create efficiencies in an inpatient setting, and provide optimal patient outcomes all while focusing on a 
specialty patient-centered approach.  

"The CORE Institute has built a national reputation for performing routine and complex orthopedic surgeries, while 
providing excellent patient care and clinical outcomes," said Goran Dragolovic, Senior Vice President of Operations at 
SCA. "With their experience and expertise in co-management with Banner Health and St. John Providence Health 
Systems, The CORE Institute is the ideal partner to support SCA in furthering our mission to improve healthcare and 
achieve our shared goal of establishing a system of accountable care, where quality outcomes drive reimbursement."  

Eric Tomlon will serve as the Interim Chief Executive Officer of the hospital. Currently, Eric serves as Chief Operating 
Officer of The CORE Institute’s National Hospital and Service Line Management Division. He brings 20 years of 
experience in health administration, including twelve years of hospital administration in for-profit, not-for-profit, 
Catholic, university, pediatric, independent and large health systems. “The CORE Institute Specialty Hospital will be a 
place where patients, physicians and employees can expect the very best in top tier, orthopedic services,” commented 
Mr. Tomlon. “The community will benefit tremendously from this partnership between The CORE Institute, SCA and 
local physicians, and the incredible patient care our physicians and employees will proudly deliver.” 

The hospital is currently open operating under its new governance and ownership. One of the first objectives for 
hospital to achieve in 2015 will be a new master facility plan and upgrade. Please look forward to a new look and 
improved patient experiences! For more information on how to schedule surgery or to learn more about the physicians 
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that work at The CORE Institute Specialty Hospital, please call 602.795.6020.  
 
About The CORE Institute 
The CORE Institute® delivers integrated, comprehensive musculoskeletal and neurological care, one patient at a time. 
The CORE Institute is built upon a foundation of pioneering research, academics, community service, and a passion for 
excellence in patient care. The CORE Institute has locations in Arizona and Michigan, with clinics planned to open in 
other states, as well as overseas, in the near future. The organization continues to be a leader in payor-reform initiatives 
and is at the forefront of systems-based quality programs which drive value and quality patient care across healthcare 
organizations. 
 
The CORE Institute's fellowship-trained physicians provide specialized care in the areas of surgical, non-surgical and 
rehabilitative hip, knee, shoulder, elbow and ankle procedures, joint replacement, sports medicine, arthroscopy, 
fracture management, orthopedic traumatology, hand and wrist procedures, complex articular cartilage restoration, 
musculoskeletal oncology, foot and ankle reconstruction, physical medicine and rehabilitation, comprehensive spine 
care, pain management, clinical neurophysiology, epilepsy, headache and facial pain, neuromuscular medicine, spine 
and peripheral nerve disease, clinical neuroimmunology, multiple sclerosis, and general neurology care. 
 
Connect with The CORE Institute at www.thecoreinstitute.com or on Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube. 

About Surgical Care Affiliates 
An industry leader, SCA partners with physicians, health systems and payers to develop and implement surgery 
strategies across the country. As of September 30, 2014, SCA operated 182 surgical facilities - including ambulatory 
surgery centers, surgical hospitals and eleven sleep centers - in partnership with approximately 2,000 physicians and in 
affiliation with 41 health systems across the country. SCA's clinical systems, service line growth strategies, benchmarking 
processes and efficiency programs create measurable advantage for surgical facilities - clinically, operationally and 
financially. For more information on SCA, visit www.scasurgery.com. 

### 
For media inquiries, please contact: 
 
Allison Vasconcellos, Vice President of Marketing, Branding & Communications  
The CORE Institute  
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Josh Weiss, President 
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