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Jennifer Sommers 
Director, Network Development & Contracting 

Mercy Care Plan/Mercy Maricopa Integrated Care

Ms. Sommers is responsible for the daily operations of the provider 

network functions, including network development and provider 

contracting.  Her primary role is to oversee and direct activities to 

contract and service providers in all specialties (approximately 14,000 

providers) to ensure that Plan members have appropriate access to 

health care. Ms. Sommers is also involved with various reimbursement 

methodology changes, such as value based purchasing, shared savings, DRGs, revenue code pricing, 

CPT code carve-outs, capitation and all-inclusive per diems. 

David Yarger
COO, Arizona Connected Care

Mr. Yarger has more than 20 years of professional experience in 

analytics, network development and policy creation and 

implementation. With a background in business administration, he is 

responsible for business modeling, financial statement preparation and 

strategic planning for the physician-driven Arizona Connected Care, 

Southern Arizona’s first Accountable Care Organization. He holds 

professional insurance licenses issued through the State of Arizona.



Mark Hillard 
CEO, Arizona Care Network

Mr. Hillard started with Dignity Health in 2008 as the Chief Operating 

Officer for the Dignity Health Medical Group and has held a number of 

positions during the seven-year time span, which includes 

administrative roles with Creighton School of Medicine, Academic 

Affairs and other Physician Integration initiatives. He played a key role 

in the creation of the Arizona Care Network for Dignity Health dating 

back to 2012, which culminated in a contract award from CMS 

(Medicare) January 1, 2013.  

Ami Giardina 
Chief Accountable Care Officer, North Central Arizona Accountable Care

Ms. Giardina recently joined North Central Arizona Accountable Care 

(NCAAC) after relocating from Chicago.  She has worked in the 

healthcare industry for over 20 years and has 16 years of progressive 

leadership experience in various capacities in both academic and 

community settings.  

Giardina has exceptional knowledge of multispecialty physician 

practice operations and organizational development.  She also has extensive experience in systems 

alignment and integration, util ization and quality improvement, strategic planning, and business 

development.



Lynnette Mitchell 
Business Development Director, Banner Health Network

Ms. Mitchell joined Banner Health Network (BHN) in February 2015. 

Previously, she spent 16 years in marketing and strategic growth roles 

and has extensive experience with government contracting and 

business development. Her responsibilities include working with BHN’s 

strategic payer partners, benefit consultants, and self-insured groups 

to increase the opportunities to engage in value-based relationships 

throughout the various markets in which BHN and Banner serve. 

Additionally, Ms. Mitchell will play a critical role in bringing Banner’s academic medicine and specialty 

networks to market. 

Jim Whitfill, MD 
Chief Medical Officer, Scottsdale Health Partners

Dr. Whitfill’s focus has been on the use of business intelligence for 

clinical and operational improvement within healthcare organizations 

as well as workflow-focused information technology. He teaches 

Graduate and Undergraduate classes in Informatics at Arizona State 

University and currently serves as a Clinical Associate Professor in the 

Departments of Internal Medicine and Bioinformatics at the University 

of Arizona College of Medicine-Phoenix.  Dr. Whitfill frequently lectures 

on the intersection of population health and information technology.



Lance Donkerbrook 
COO, Commonwealth Primary Care ACO

Mr. Donkerbrook has over 20 years of healthcare consulting, business 

planning, financial management and contracting experience within 

national health insurers, hospital delivery networks, and physician 

practices. 

He has lead many projects related to strategic planning, system 

selections, business case, cost justifications, business process 

reengineering, productivity, and contracting related to both health plan operations and their IT systems 

implementations.  

Christen “Chris” Castellano
Vice President of Business Development, Banner Health

With over 28 years of progressive healthcare leadership experience in 

the Tucson community, Chris joined Banner Health in March 2015 for 

the Banner-University Medicine Division.  Castellano’s responsibilities 

include developing and implementing statewide programs for clinical 

growth and expansion. Additionally, Castellano plays a critical 

leadership role in identifying academic capabilities that can reduce 

costs and improve the quality of care across all Banner facilities. 


